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Product Information Sheet 

 I4068 
Indigo Carmine 

 
Synonyms: 5,5'-Indigodisulfonic Acid Sodium Salt, Indigotine, Acid Blue 74, CI#: 73015 

 

CAS: 860-22-0 
Formula: C16H8N2Na2O8S2 

Mol. Weight: 466.35 
 

Properties 
Form: Powder 

Appearance: Dark Violet 
Solubility: Soluble in Water, Ethanol 

Application: Biological Stain, Seed Testing 

Storage Temp: Room Temperature 
Typical Working 

Concentration: 
Varies with application, should be determined by end user. 

 

Application Notes 
Used to stain seeds to detect dead tissues. Stain will penetrate dead cells, but will not stain living cells. This can aid 
in determining seed viability (Gosling 2003). 
Indigo Carmine can also be used as a pH indicator: It is blue at pH 11.4 and yellow at 13.0. 
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