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Product Information Sheet 

 A1286 
Alcian Blue 

 
Synonyms: Alcian Blue 8GX, Ingrain Blue 1, and C.I. 74240 

 

CAS: 33864-99-2 
Formula: C56H68Cl4CuN16S4 

Mol. Weight: 1298.86 
 

Properties 
Form: Powder 

Appearance: Blue or Greenish-Black to Purple 
Solubility: Soluble in Water 

Application: Biological Stain, Phycology 
Storage Temp: Room Temperature 

Typical Working 
Concentration: 

Varies with Application, should be determined by end user 

 

Application Notes 
A widely used cationic dye used to stain acid mucopolysaccharides and glycosaminoglycans. The stained tissues 
are blue to bluish-green in color. Particularly useful in staining pectins present in plant cell walls. 
Commonly used to stain plant root mucilage (Abeysekera & McCully, 1993). 
 
Can be used in the quantitative determination of acid and/or sulfated algal polysaccharides in an aqueous solution, 
or to differentiate sulfated and non-sulfated polysaccharides in algal tissues (Ramus, 1977; Parker & Diboll, 1966). 
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